
WEED SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA

The 45th  
Annual General Meeting  

of the
Weed Society of Victoria

April 14, 2011 at 1 p.m.

Lecture Theatre
Department of Primary Industries

475–485 Mickleham Road
Attwood 

Melway reference – Map 5, J-K 3 
(near Tullamarine Airport)

All members are encouraged to attend and 
to be a member of the executive committee.

There will be space available for displays 
and posters. Please notify us in advance if 

you would like to display your work.

WEED SOCIETY OF 
VICTORIA

45th Annual General Meeting 2011

The AGM will be held during the extended 
lunch break of the seminar presentations. 

The AGM is an ideal opportunity for members 
to become directly involved in the management 
of the Society. 
Each year at the AGM, membership of the 
Executive Committee is established by election.  
The Executive Committee consists of President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Publicity 
Officer and four Committee Members.  All 
positions are open for re-election. Put yourself 
forward to fill a position, and add new blood to 
the committee. 
Also likely to be on the Agenda of the AGM 
are contemporary topics of interest to people 
associated with weeds, either in their working 
or personal life.  Please let us know what weed 
issues you are concerned about so that they 
can be incorporated into future programs for 
discussion. 
Make your membership of the Weed Society a 
positive experience by participating in the 
AGM.

CONTENTIOUS PERSPECTIVES 
ON WEEDS

REGISTRATION FORM
I wish to register for the seminar:

Name: ..................................................................................

Organisation: .....................................................................

Address: ..............................................................................

.........................................................Postcode: ...................

Phone: .................................................................................

Fax: ......................................................................................

Mobile: ................................................................................

Email: ..................................................................................
REGISTRATION FEES
(including lunch, teas & proceedings)
Students, concession:* $65.00
WSV members: $100.00
Non – WSV members $135.00
Payment after Friday 25 March ADD $40.00

Number of persons attending .........................................

TOTAL COST $ ..................................................................

* photocopy of student/concession card to be attached
Do you wish your name to be on an attendees’ list?

                                                           YES   or           NO

Will you attend the AGM?             YES   or           NO

Special dietary requirements? Vegetarian            YES

Other ...................................................................................

REGISTRATION CLOSES 
FRIDAY 8th APRIL 2011

PAYMENT may be made by cheque or money 
order (payable to Weed Society of Victoria Inc.), or 
Mastercard, Visa, (please indicate).

No.: ......................................................................................

Expiry Date: ……../……..

Cardholder’s Name: .........................................................

Signature: ............................................................................
Please send to:
WSV, PO Box 987, Frankston, Victoria 3199
Phone/Fax 03 9576 2949, email secwssv@surf.net.au



CONTENTIOUS 
PERSPECTIVES

ON WEEDS

A series of seminars
presented by the

Weed Society of Victoria

Thursday 14th April 2011

Lecture Theatre
Department of Primary Industries

475–485 Mickleham Road
Attwood

Melway reference – Map 5, J-K 3
(near Tullamarine Airport)

Secretary
Ros Shepherd email: secwssv@surf.net.au

Weed Society of Victoria Inc.
PO Box 987, Frankston, Victoria, 3199

Ph/Fax 03 9576 2949
www.wsvic.org.au

Incorporation No. A0011723W ABN 15496 325 152
The Weed Society of Victoria is not registered to 

collect GST

PROGRAM
8.00-8.50 Registration

8.50-9.00 Welcome.  James O’Brien, President, 
WSV

9.00-9.40 Weed psychology and the War on 
Weeds.  John Dwyer, Melbourne.

9.40-10.20 The plant invasion processes, and 
understanding the impacts of plant 
invasions. Paul Downey, University 
of Canberra, ACT.

10.20-10.50 MORNING TEA

10.50-11.20 Weeds or Wild Nature; a positive 
view of weeds from a permaculture 
perspective. David Holmgren, 
Permaculture Principles.

11.20-11.50 The place of weeds in the honey 
industry. David Severino, 
Chairperson, Victorian Apiarists’ 
Association Melbourne.

11.50-12.20 Some issues associated with the 
introduction of weedy species as 
biofuel crops.  Bruce Shelley, DPI 
Werribee.

12.20-12.50 Nettle, dock, dandelion and wild 
fennel: environmental weeds or 
environmental belonging.  Diego 
Bonetto, Sydney-based artist.

13.00-14.30 LUNCH & AGM

14.30-15.00 When someone’s meat is 
environmental poison: under what 
circumstances should we tolerate 
‘beneficial’ invasive plant species? 
Geoff Carr & Steve Mathews, 
Ecology Australia & Invasive 
Species Council. 

15.00-15.30 Dissent, conflict, enquiry: A systems 
view of weed controversy.  David 
Low, Monash University & DPI 
Frankston.

15.30-16.00 AFTERNOON TEA

16.00-17.00 Discussion about contentious weed 
species. 
Facilitator: Brendan Roughead, DPI, 
Ballarat.

CONTENTIOUS PERSPECTIVES 
ON WEEDS

John Dwyer - John’s recently completed PhD thesis Weeds 
in Victorian Landscapes considered cultural, philosophical 
and historical aspects of weeds. The thesis resolved the 
enigma: Why there is no acceptable answer to the question 
‘What is a weed?’, exploring such topics as ‘There is no 
essence of a weed’ and ‘What is the relationship between 
weeds, humans and nature?’ It critically examined the 
expression ‘environmental weed’, arguing that there 
was often no proper basis for attribution of weed status 
to native plants. His seminar presentation provides 
an appraisal of the psychological aspects of people’s 
relationships with what we call ‘weeds’. 

Paul Downey - The main focus of Paul’s research is 
on plant invasions, specifically the invasion processes, 
understanding the positive and negative impacts of plant 
invasions (i.e. to native species), weed risk assessment, 
native-alien range comparisons, long-term invasion 
dynamics, alien-native species interactions, including bird 
dispersal of alien plants, and monitoring both the weed 
and the response of native species following control. Paul 
is also involved in research on climate change, specifically 
with respect to plant invasions. 

David Holmgren - David is the co-originator of the 
permaculture concept of ecological sustainability. His 
message about nature’s resilience is a counter balance to 
the orthodox picture from the biological sciences of endless 
ecological collapse in the face of human impact. He brings 
these perspectives into the 21st century where fundamental 
challenges to civilisation are changing the ground rules for 
how we work with nature.

Geoff Carr & Steve Mathews - Of the 3000+ naturalised 
exotic plant species in Australia, at least 70% have been 
deliberately introduced, with catastrophic environmental 
and economic consequences. A large proportion of these 
invasive species are valued by one sector or another 
for economic and/or social benefits e.g. agriculture, 
horticulture, forestry, landscape amenity and heritage 
assets, though ‘benefits’ in some cases may be illusory. The 
issues and risks are outlined and attempts made to develop 
a scientific and ethical framework to consider appropriate 
responses in this environmental, social and political 
minefield.

David Low - This presentation will examine the idea of 
weed controversy from within an enquiry perspective. 
Taking his lead from the domain of science communication, 
David argues that the social obligations and permissions 
implicit to successful science communication can be used 
to help develop a pragmatic method for dissolving weed 
controversies.


